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FORRESTFIELD–AIRPORT LINK — TUNNELLING MACHINE 

168. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Minister for Transport: 

I have a supplementary question. Given that the minister has just conceded that this is a significant issue, will she 
take responsibility for not informing the Premier or will she do exactly what the Minister for Education and 
Training has done in the past and blame another bureaucrat? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
As I said, in relation to this, if I had to ring the Premier every time there was an issue with one of my projects, he 
would be sick of me! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr D.C. Nalder: It’s a major issue. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is a major issue as in it is a major project. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I want to go through this again. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, listen. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: At the time, the tunnel boring machine grades were stopped for maintenance. There were some 
issues with some disturbances and an investigation was commenced. As I said, I expect there will be issues along 
the way in this project. It is a significant project — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: It’s a significant issue. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Does the member for Bateman know what? I hope that my relationship with this Premier never 
gets to be the same as the relationship he had with the former Premier; I can tell him that! At least we — 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Sport and Recreation, I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: From someone who had two officers who would not talk, the member for Bateman has some 
audacity to sit there and talk about relationships across government. 
We were informed of the issue at the time. It was basically about ground disturbances being worked through. As 
a result, further work is being undertaken. If members opposite want to knock this project now, that means they 
do not want to build Ellenbrook, they do not want to build Byford, they do not want to build Thornlie–Cockburn, 
they do not want to build Yanchep and now they do not want to finish the rail line to Bayswater from Forrestfield. 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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